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self-government. If the conquests of Tiglath-
pileser had continued many years longer, he would
surely have been led to invade Palestine, and the
Hebrews, without a fixed central government,
without a kingly leader, without a standing army,
would have fallen an easy prey to his disciplined
and victorious troops. But the period of Assyrian
weakness which followed his reign gave the needed
breathing spell in the west, and the kingdom of
Saul and David was established. Herein was es-
tablished a new center of influence ready to oppose
the ambition of Assyrian kings and the commer-
cial cupidity of Assyrian traders.

The political aspect of western Asia had changed
considerably in the period 1050-950 B. C. During
this century we do not know anything of the life
of the Assyrian people. The names of the kings
Asshumazirpal II (about 1050 B. (I), Erba-Adad,
and Asshur-nadin-akhe belong in this period, and
the last two erected buildings in the city of As-
shur, the restoration of which became a care to a
later king* after a lapse of one hundred and fifty
years. After these kings there ruled a certain
Asshur-erbi, though whether he was their imme-
diate successor or not does not appear. He has
left us no accounts of his wars or of his la-
bors. From the allusions of two later Assyrian
kings we learn that it was in his reign that the

1 Asshumazirpal III in his hunting inscription (col. ii, lines 4, ff.) alludes
to Erba-Adad and Asshur-nakln-akhe. See the translations by Peiscr in Kdl-
inschrift, Bibl., i, p. 127.